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A M KNDMHNT T OTHR C L. AtMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A coating apparatus for producing a silver salt 
photo thermographic malarial, comprising: 

(a) a supplier for-supplvine- stru ctured t o separately snrjplY_a photosensitive layer 
liquid coaling composition comprising a silver component and a non-pholoscnsilivc protective 
layer liquid coaling composition; and 

(b) a slot coatcr s tructured for coating the photosensitive layer liquid coating 
composition and the non-photosensitive protective layer liquid coating composition supplied 
by the supplier, onto a web to be coated, the slot coatcr comprising a lip plane which comes 
into contact with nt-tenst-llic photosensitive layer liquid coaling composition, 

wherein a center-line surface roughness Ra of the lip plane is equal to or less than 0.5 

pm. 

2. (Currently Amended) A coating apparatus for producing a silver salt 
photo thermographic material, comprising: 

(a) a supplier for-wpplynig str uctured to se parately sim ply a photosensitive layer liquid 
coaling composition comprising a silver component and a non-photosensitive protective layer 
liquid coating composition; and 

(b) a slide coatcr structured for coating the photosensitive layer liquid coaling 
composition and the non-photosensitive protective layer liquid coating composition supplied 
by the supplier, onto a web to be coaled, the slide coatcr comprising a slide plane which 
comes into contact with at-least the photosensitive layer liquid coating composition, 

wherein a ccnler-linc surface roughness Ra of the slide plane is equal to or less than 

0,5 \m\. 

3-12. (Canceled) 

13. (New) A coating apparatus for producing a silver sail photothcrmographic 
maleiial, comprising: 
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(a) a supplier for supplying a photosensitive layer liquid coating composition 
comprising a silver component and a non-photoscnsilive protective layer liquid coating 
composition; and 

(b) a slol coiitCT for coating the photosensitive layer liquid coating composition and the 
nou-phoioscusitivc protective layer liquid coating composition supplied by the supplier, onlo a 
web to be coaled, the slot coaLer comprising a lip plane provided upstream, in a conveyance 
direction of the web, of a slit from which the non-photosensitive protective layer liquid 
coaling composition is discharged, which comes into contact with the photosensitive layer 
liquid coating composition; 

wherein a cciilcr-lino surface roughness Ra of die lip plane is cquaJ to or less than 0.5 

fim. 

14. (New) A coaling apparatus for producing a silver salt photothermographic 
mnlcrial, comprising; 

(a) a supplier for supplying a photosensitive layer liquid coating composition 
comprising a silver component and a non-photosensitive protective layer liquid coaling 
composition; and 

(b) a slide coaler for coating the photosensitive layer liquid coating composition and 
the non-photosensitive protective layer liquid coating composition supplied by the supplier, 
onlo a web to be coaled, the slido coatcr comprising a slide plane provided downstream of a 
slit from which the photosensitive layer liquid coating composition is discharged and flows 
toward the web, which comes into contact with the photosensitive layer liquid composition; 

wherein a center-line surface roughness Ra of the slide plane is equal to or less than 
0.5 /im. 
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